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jDeeDee Global presents hereunder the report on the 
Inter-Schools Public Speaking Compe��on (ISPSC) for 
the year 2020. The compe��on is designed to 
discover, recognize and foster the dynamism, 
crea�vity and ini�a�ve of the Ghanaian youth in 
promo�ng a culture of patrio�sm and na�onal 
development. 

Organizers
DeeDee Global is an Educa�onal/Academic Event 
Management organiza�on. As concept implementers 
we: 

· Subscribe to be�er development of 
academic knowledge/professional 
skills at all levels. 

· Support intellectual processes through 
provision of user friendly and self-help 
educa�onal materials. 

· Provide resources/create event 
pla�orms that make learning fun.

The Inter-School Public Speaking Compe��on 
(ISPSC)
The annual public speaking contest aims at building a 
genre of speakers who will use public speaking to 
influence society posi�vely and offers them the 
acknowledgement and encouragement leading to a 
successful career in public rela�ons, compèring, film, 
and advocacy.

The Ghana Educa�on Service presents over 300,000 
students for the WASSCE in Ghana every year. The 
poten�al of this product is therefore to reach out to 1 
million students as an o�ake target annually.

2020 Virtual ISPSC

The maiden edi�on of the annual Speaking 
Call for Par�cipa�on 

The 2020 ISPSC was born out of the heat of the novel 
COVID-19 pandemic. This unprecedented event 
changed the world and brought it into a new era – and 
in a rare twist of events, a compe��on originally 
thought of as a normal physical event between schools 
had to evolve into the virtual stream to survive. Thus 
was born the 2020 ISPSC virtual compe��on.

EXECUTIVE EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY
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Desiree Nhyira Hayfron of Achimota School 
emerged Ghana's Best Orator 2020 from the 
Speaker of Speakers final, fending off 
spectacular performance from first runner up, 
Ekow Nhyiraba Awotwe of Mfantsipim 
School, and second runner up, Asante Enoch 

Of the 12 semi-finalists, five schools 
progressed to the Grand Finale – Pope John 
SHS and Minor Seminary, Opoku Ware 
School, Sunyani SHS, Achimota School and 
Mfantsipim School. 

 In a keenly contested compe��on 12 Senior 
High Schools made it to the semi-finals, 
namely; Sunyani SHS, Opoku Ware School, 
Achimota School, Mfantsipim School, Mawuli 
School and Adisadel College. The others were 
Pope John Senior High and Minor Seminary, 
Odorgonor SHS, Navrongo SHS, Chemu SHS, 
Takoradi SHS and St. Francis Xavier Minor 
Seminary.

Compe��on among Senior High Schools was 
launched on October 19, 2020. As Ghana 
headed to the polls in December 2020, 
students in Senior High Schools from around 
the country were invited to deliberate on the 
theme of the 2020 ISPS (Virtual) Compe��on 
as follows “Silencing the guns, the peace of 
Ghana is in my hands before and a�er the 
December 2020 elec�ons”.

Video entries were invited from students 
around the country. Short listed candidates 
were then invited to coaching sessions prior 
to proceeding to the subsequent stage. These 
virtual sessions encouraged students to 
gravitate towards smart technologies and 
contemporary IT resources in achieving their 
goals more efficiently and effec�vely while 
respec�ng the new norm of physical 
distancing in a Covid-19 era.

Championship

4. Mr. Samuel Norgah, Director, 
Plan Interna�onal Africa 
Liaison Office at Africa Union 
– Addis Ababa

Partners

Kwakye Pope John SHS and Minor Seminary

The project also benefi�ed from
 dis�nguished influencers in the persons of 

2. The Hon. Haruna Iddrissu , 
Majority Leader of the House 
of Parliament

5. Representa�ves of the youth 
wings of the poli�cal par�es

3. His Eminence the Na�onal 
Chief Iman- Osman Sharabutu 
(represented by  Dr. Marzuq 
Abubakar); and

We are grateful to our partners who 
recognised this public speaking contest as an 
opportunity to anchor a na�onal event and 
expose their brand to a large number of 
youngsters in their prime and related par�es 
across Ghana and beyond as a preferred 
corporate partner, a passionate promoter of 
na�onal peace and key contributor to the 
ach ievement  of the  Uni ted  Na�ons 
Sustainable Development Goals on Peace, 
Jus�ce and Strong Ins�tu�ons (SDG16). 

1. The Hon. Kyei Mensah-Bonsu, 
Majority Leader of the House 
of Parliament

The 2020 Virtual ISPSC was organized in 
collabora�on with the Ghana Educa�on 
Service (GES) and the Na�onal Peace Council 
(NPC) under the auspices of the Speaker of 
Parliament, the Right Hon. (Prof) Mike 
Ocquaye, and with support from our proud 
sponsors Vodafone Ghana Founda�on, Coca-
Cola Bo�ling Company Ghana Limited, 
Speakupp Ltd, Sikakroabea Company Limited 
(distributors of Lele Products), Passion Air, 
Asaase Radio and Tv3.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR  GUEST OF HONOR

Rt. Hon. Prof. 
Aaron Mike Oquaye
Good morning.

It is a privilege to be part of this program as 
we all love peace. 

Elec�ons have been known to be a real 
source of conflict, par�cularly in Africa 
where we say we are now developing our 
democracy. It is part of the process of a 
fledgling democracy which we hope to 
con�nue to mature. 

From Nigeria to other countries, we all 
know how elec�on per se led to conflict; 
Internal conflict which spread across the 
country, the Biafra war and so on and so 

forth. If you look at the damage, the pillage, 
the suffering especially on women and 
children in these countries,  you will not 
envy them at all, neither will any Ghanaian 
want us to be in that category of na�ons. 
Even those people have now learnt their 
lessons. 

In Ghana, our ethnic cleavages are not 
strong. They don't lead us into war. They 
don't lead us into ha�ng really each other, 
wan�ng to destroy one or the other of 
another tribe. We realized therefore that, 
in our situa�on, we can easily manage 
some of our difficul�es. 

ISPSC 2020    |    Page 5



We have not always been happy with our 
elec�on results. In 1992, a lot of things 
happened. What did the NPP do? They 
wrote a book “The stolen verdict”.  At 
another �me, when one party was not 
happy with the end result that party went 
to court and immediately a�er the court 
case accepted the court verdict wai�ng for 
another day. 

I will say we have come a long way and we 
cannot go backwards. Some�mes it is out 
of sheer fright, but I believe that Ghana has 
really come to mature. Personally, I am 
op�mis�c and would like to say that those 
who really spoil the show are those people 
who are responsible to ensure law and 
order, fairness and Jus�ce. We o�en say in 
this country, “the referee has spoilt the 
match”. In other words, if the referee is not 
impar�al one person will not be sa�sfied. I 
can see from what we are doing now that 
we have a very strong and vibrant electoral 
commission. Things are going well, so far so 
good, and I trust this will go very well to the 
end.

Then we come to our na�onal security 
opera�ves. Some�mes, people are not 
kind at all to the Ghana police.  Personally, I 
believe in the Ghana Police. They have 
shown in a number of murder cases, police 
cases of all types, from stealing to pillage to 
whatever,  that ,  they are capable . 
Unfortunately, poli�cal pressures which 
come from us poli�cians some�mes are 
the real cause why they are not able to 
carry jus�ce to its real end. Therefore, the 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  m u s t  a l s o  b e h a v e 

professionally, police must be police. 
Whoever is culpable in any offensive 
manner should be dealt with according to 
law. No ma�er the colour of that person's 
party.

The vigilan�sm Act, is meant for a purpose. 
It is meant to stop all those people who 
have virtually made elec�on violence their 
business. They come for the ballot boxes 
and physically take them away and so on 
and so forth. We've gone beyond that. 
Because of this, if anyone should employ 
any person whosoever or whatsoever to do 
any act that they know is wrong, murder, 
assault, ba�ery and all those offensive 
ac�vi�es against another person, I think 
you're a good and sensible person to ask 
whoever or whatever that person is to take 
his own son first and then you'd know 
whether it's worth doing. Everybody is 
protec�ng his own and yet they want to 
push some people some�mes into the fray, 
this must stop!

So this is a message, I believe, of 
encouragement that we should all go by 
the rules and if we go by the rules even 
those who lose will applaud. I believe this is 
the way forward. Ghana is respected 
globally. We cannot lose our respect 
because of one elec�on. I wish us all well 
and I trust that the be�er man will win the 
Presidency and the be�er person will also 
win the parliamentary seats in all the 
various areas. Let us eschew violence, let 
us go by the law and enjoy the peace of the 
na�on. 
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             ”
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Majority Leader 

Minority Leader 

of the 7th Parliament in the 4th Republic

of the 7th Parliament in the 4th Republic

ENDORSEMENT 
BY NOTABLE PERSONALITIES

Hon. Haruna 
Iddrisu

I am a proud sponsor of this peace 
ini�a�ve and I remain a proud 
advocate of the peace in our country.
 

“Let us come together. A�er all, we're 
one people with one des�ny. It is on 
t h a t  n o t e  t h a t  I  e n d o r s e  t h e 
collabora�on between DeeDee Global 
and the Na�onal Peace Council on this 
ini�a�ve”.

Hon. Osei 
Kyei-Mensah 
Bonsu
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“   Personal Assistant 

Plan Interna�onal Africa Liaison 
Office at Africa Union – Addis 

and Representa�ve of the Na�onal 
Chief Imam

 
Dr. Marzuq 
Abubakar

His Eminence the Na�onal Chief 
Imam- Sheikh Osman Nuru Sharabutu 
is glad that DeeDee Global has 
decided to use mul�ple forms of 
literary devices to inculcate in the 
youth the spirit of na�on building and 
peaceful co- existence

“The young people are the resources we 
have as a na�on, it is very important to 
incu lcate  into  them usefu l  co-
existence… I commend DeeDee Global 
for this ini�a�ve”.Mr. Samuel 

Norgah

Director, 
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THE 
LAUNCH

 

“The Inter-School Public Speaking 
Compe��on which is in collabora�on 
with the Ghana Peace Council and the 
Ghana Educa�on Service is one sure 
way to unearth Ghana's Best Orator 
even as we contribute our quota to 
promo�ng peace before, during and 
a�er the elec�ons,” the statement said.

On Monday, October 19, 2020 the 
campaign to unearth the best public 
speaking talents in the country's senior 
high schools was launched under the 
theme “Silencing the guns, the peace of 
Ghana is in my hands before, during and 
a�er the December 2020 elec�ons”.

ith some 52 days to the 

WDecember 2020 elec�ons, 
the countdown to Elec�on 

2020 was on and in the  tension-
packed atmosphere a peace ini�a�ve 
was launched! 

A statement by DeeDee Global, 
organizers of the compe��on said, the 
youth must be involved in promo�ng 
peace in the country, and even more 
crucially, they must be able to speak up 
in the most fluent and coherent 
manner.

Explaining the dynamics of the 
compe��on, the CEO of DeeDee 
Global, Madam Bertha Amanor, said 
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Contestants were required to fill  an entry form on www.deedeeglobal.com and upload a 
pre-recorded video of not more than 3-minute ora�on on “why people accept or reject 
elec�on results” and tease out what should and can be done to ensure a peaceful 
elec�on.

the compe��on was going to be largely virtual, and called for entries from all Senior High 
Schools across Ghana.

The assessment was to be subjected to public votes, a�er which shortlisted candidates 
proceeded to the subsequent stages.

A panel of eminent judges was put together to consider each entry; assess the delivery, 
gesturing and other dynamics that made for a good orator.
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3-Minute Ora�on on the theme by contestants

THEME: 

“Silencing the guns: the peace of Ghana 
is in my hands before, during and a�er 

the December 2020 elec�on”

ROUND 1 - SHORTLISTED SCHOOLS 
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These 12 submi�ed a three-minute video 
canvassing arguments on the theme: 

The schools were selected based on delivery, 
appropriate content, clarity, crea�vity, 
disposi�on/posture and coherence. The 12 
thus made it to the subsequent stage of the 
compe��on which required public vo�ng.

�er scru�nizing dozens of thoroughly 

Aexci�ng entries, the panel of judges – 
Rita Benewah Yali, Deputy Director 

Administra�on and HR, Ghana Peace 
Council, George Tawia Tata, Director of Data 
Collec�on and monitoring GES, Ga Central 
and Andrew Amanor Programmes Director 
Deedee Gobal se�led on 12 schools, namely; 
Sunyani SHS, Opoku Ware School, Achimota 
School, Mfantsipim School, Mawuli SHS, 
Adisadel College, Pope John and Minor 
Seminary. 

The rest were Odorgonno SHS, Navrongo 
SHS, Chemu SHS, Takoradi SHS, and St 
Francis Xavier Junior Seminary. 

Selection of Semi-
finalists at Asaase Studio

“Silencing the guns; the peace of Ghana is in 
my hands before, during and a�er the 
elec�ons.”
Among other things, the students made a 
strong case for a peaceful elec�on, they spelt 
out in clear terms the roles individuals and 
ins�tu�ons must play to ensure peace 
before, during and a�er the December 
elec�ons.

Explaining the vo�ng modali�es, the CEO of 
DeeDee Global, Madam Bertha Amanor, said 
the videos of all the entries were posted on 
www.deedeeglobal.com, the @ispcsghana 
social media handles as well as on the 
SpeakUpp App.

“The public are expected to vote by dialling  
*365*366# and enter Code of each school 
and follow the prompts,” she said. 

“Th e  In te r-Sch o o l  Pub l i c  Spe a k i n g 
Compe��on is expected to unearth Ghana's 
best young orator as well as promote peace 
before, during and a�er the 2020 elec�ons.”

“Adisco, Motown, 10 others made it to Round One of Inter School Public Speaking Compe��on”



Sunyani SHS 
Brong Ahafo Region

“Ensure electoral 
integrity and 
transparency” 

Navrongo SHS  
Upper East Region

“We should learn 
to silence our guns, 
guns should be used 
by only the military”

Opoku Ware School
Ashanti Region

“We are one country, 
one nation and one people… 
that should be our agenda”

ISPSC 2020    |    Page 13



Achimota School 
Greater Accra Region

“Election should serve 
as a device that brings 

us together as one people!”

Takoradi SHS 
Western Region

Election would not serve 
its purpose if not conducted

peacefully.

Mawuli School 
Volta Region

“Say no to bullets, 
Yes to ballots!”
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Mfantsipim School 
Central Region

“I stand here with a 
troubled heart because 

the election 2020 is 
approaching”

Chemu SHS 
Greater Accra Region

“Electoral Commission 
having a soft spot for a particular 
political party can cause others 

to doubt its results” 

St. Francis Xavier 
SHS and Minor 
Seminary
Upper West Region

“Election is the windscreen 
through which the voices 
of people are heard”
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Odorgonnor SHS 
Greater Accra Region

“I urge all Ghanaians, 
let us avoid the use of 
abusive languages”

Pope John SHS 
and Minor Seminary 
Eastern Region

“Ghana is our land 
fought for by our fore father, 
we didn't earn it at a cheap price”

Adisadel College 
Central Region

“Now the youth, 
we are tomorrow! 

The Country is in our hands”
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GES is responsible for the implementation of approved national pre-
tertiary educational policies and programs to ensure that all 
Ghanaian children of school-going age irrespective of tribe, gender, 
disability, religious and political affiliations are provided with 
inclusive and equitable quality formal education

Vision
Ghana Education Service seeks to create an enabling environment in 
all educational institutions and management positions that will 
facilitate effective teaching and learning and efficiency in the 
management for the attainment of the goals of the Service.

Mission
To ensure that all Ghanaian children of school-going age are provided 
with inclusive and equitable quality formal education and training 
through effective and efficient management of resources to make 
education delivery relevant to the manpower needs of the nation.

Mandate
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The National Peace Council's vision is to have a country 
characterized by a dynamic environment where people can 
engage in their lawful activities confident that the institutions, 
mechanisms, and capacities for mediating differences and 
grievance are effective and responsive.

The National Peace Council will facilitate the development of 
mechanisms for cooperation among all relevant stakeholders in 
peace building in Ghana by promoting cooperative problem 
solving to conflicts and by institutionalizing the processes of 
response to conflicts to produce outcomes that lead to conflict 
transformation, social, political and religious reconciliation and 
transformative dialogues.

VISION

MISSION

OBJECTIVE
The object of the Council is to facilitate and develop mechanisms 
for conflict prevention, management, resolution and to build 
sustainable peace in the country.
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Sponsors
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MERCI BEAUCOUP 
PASSION AIR

Thank you Passion Air for flying our students for free to and from the Ashan� 
Region. It was a great experience and swi� journey for contestants and teachers. 

Fly Passion Air – Experience the Passion 
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reat strides in the affairs of man have 

Gbeen made from providing powerful 
pla�orms to galvanize ci�zens in the 

pursuit and the a�ainment of common 
na�onal interests for a prosperous, fairer and 
peaceful society. 

The phenomenon of the silent majority, is 
however, one of the sad ironies in our 
democracies. Too o�en, the majority has 
been powerless and voiceless to influence 
decisions and ac�ons that affect them. 

The will of people is absent from our daily 
experiences due to our inability to relay our 
collec�ve expecta�ons to state, civil and 
corporate actors par�cularly in uncertain 
�mes. 

Elec�on 2020 in Ghana will present an 
uncertain moment as strong poli�cal forces 
jostle for power through the electoral box. 
While past elec�ons in Ghana have been 
peaceful, we cannot be complacent as some 
of our local electoral flare-ups and examples 
of widespread violence in some African 
countries have shown. 

It is in this spirit and hope of a free and 
peaceful elec�on that Speakupp is proud to 
partner with Deedee to support the call for a 
peaceful elec�on through the voices of most 
powerful of us - the voices of our children; 
pure, simple, hopeful and yet vulnerable.

We need �mely and powerful reminders of 
our collec�ve origins and des�nies. A 
peaceful na�on to protect us and not to 
provoke and a�ack us even and especially 
when the stakes are high. We all have a 
responsibility towards one another. 

We believe in the power of our children and a 
peaceful na�on. Par�cipate and be heard. 
Your voice ma�ers.

Speakupp is a powerful survey app that 
captures opinions and feedback in an 
instantaneous and interac�ve manner. In this 
case, we shall provide the pla�orm for our 
children; the future leaders of this country to 
make their case for peaceful elec�ons 2020; 
and for all Ghanaians to vote for the most 
compelling arguments. 

Message from 
CEO of SpeakUpp 

Mr. 
Frank 
Oye
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 JUDGES

RITA 
BENEWAH 
YALI 

GEORGE TATA 
TAWIAH– 

Assistant Director in charge of 
Data Collec�on and Monitoring 
- Ghana Educa�on Service

ANDREW 
AMANOR 
– PROGRAMS MANAGER, 
DEEDEE GLOBAL

PRINCE 
MOSES 
– General Manager, Asaase Radio

– Deputy Director,  
Administra�on and 
HR-Na�onal Peace council
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COACHES

KAFUI 
DEY

PRINCE 
MOSES

Kafui Dey is a public speaking 
coach with experience in 
broadcasting and corporate 
event hosting. His students 
include politicians, corporate 
executives, public officials and 
the reigning champions of 
Ghana's National Science & 
Maths Quiz.

Prince Moses Ofori-Atta is 
General Manager of Asaase 
Radio. As Africa representative 
of Cercle Jefferson and former 
president of France-based 
journalism think tank, Cercle 
Andrew Young, Prince Moses 
brings on board a strong 
understanding of diverse socio-
political dynamics.

ISPSC 2020    |    Page 24



SELECTION OF 

TOP 5 
SCHOOLS
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 WELCOME ADDRESS BY 
CEO OF DEEDEE GLOBAL, 

BERTHA 
AMANOR, 
TO THE GRAND FINALE OF THE INTER 
SCHOOL PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION

Ÿ Dis�nguished Guests

Ÿ Contestant

This quote from the celebrated Greek 
Philosopher, Socrates, sums up the maiden 
Inter School Public Speakers Compe��on.
When DeeDee Global conceived of this 
compe��on we envisaged the run off the 

Ÿ Mr. Chairman,

Ÿ Teachers 

Ÿ The Right Honourable Speaker of 
Parliament

“The secret of change is to focus all of your 
energy, not on figh�ng the old, but on 

building the new.” 

Ÿ Sponsors and Partners of the Inter School 
Public Speakers Compe��on

Ÿ Ladies and Gentlemen.

At the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when schools had been closed and every 
child was prac�cally closeted indoors, we 
turned the model on its head and decided to 
bring the compe��on to the child and not 
the child to the compe��on. Hence the birth 
of a virtual compe��on at the peak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. These virtual sessions 
encouraged students to gravitate towards 
smart technologies and contemporary IT 
resources in achieving their goals more 
efficiently and effec�vely while respec�ng 
the new norm of physical distancing in a 
Covid-19 era.

Children are the most affected vic�ms of 
violence and yet are hardly heard or given a 

And in this celebra�on of the child, which 
date is most auspicious than the Universal 
Children day which falls today, 20th 
November, 2020?

mill interschool debate between various 
schools at selected school premises across 
the country. 

We also decided to dwell on the most 
contemporary issue of elec�ons and rope in 
the most unlikely candidate to the table to 
discuss peaceful elec�ons, that is the child.  
Hence, was born our theme “Silencing the 
Guns: the Peace of Ghana is in my Hands, 
Before and Beyond the December 2020 
Elec�ons”. 

“The secret of change is to focus all of your 
energy, not on figh�ng the old, but on 

building the new.”  

While giving up on the old, we did not throw 
up our hands in despair. We embarked on a 
journey to survive the new normal. 

Then COVID struck! None of us had the 
slightest whiff of this unan�cipated risks. It 
tore the en�re project to pieces and 
rendered  an  otherwise  poten�a l ly 
successful program moribund. But then 
Socrates came to the rescue. When the 
WHO and other pundits called on us to 
embrace “the new normal”, Socrates 
admonishing rang even more true.
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Ÿ Mr. Tengey from Mfantsipim School.

We received fantas�c entries from all around 
the country. We had to go through the painful 
task of shortlis�ng and elimina�ng some very 
promising entries. Finally, we subjected the 
final twelve to a public vote. 

Ÿ Mr. Aikins from Opoku Ware  School.

This is an opportune �me for me to 
acknowledge the sterling contribu�on of our 
teachers and coaches

The stars we parade before you today have 
been selected by you. Each of these young 
ones has gone through gruelling training and 
coaching from their teachers and from our in-
house coaches, Mr. Kafui Dey and Mr. Prince 
Moses who have been with them each step of 
the way.

Ÿ Mrs. Addo-Kumi from Achimota School.

Ÿ Mr. Boccorh from Pope Johns Senior High 
School and Minor Seminary.

Ÿ Mr. Nathaneal from Sunyani Senior High 
School.

pla�orm to contribute to the debate. Today, 
let the guns be silenced, let the adult lips be 
sealed! Our elders will admit the child who 
knows how to wash his hands to dine with 
them. Today the young Shall speak!

And to all our par�cipants, dis�nguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen it is my singular 
honour and privilege to extend the warmest 
of embraces to you in welcome to the Grand 
finale of the 2020 Interschool Public 
Speaking Compe��on.

Who is the Ghana's Best Orator!!! Akwaaba

Finally, bravo to all our contestants. 
Irrespec�ve of who wins today, you are all 
champions.

We could very well not have come this far 
without the professional inputs of the 
Na�onal Peace Council and the Ghana 
Educa�on Service. Your commentary at each 
stage has been valuable input not only to us 
the organisers but to the contestants as well.
We are also very much indebted to our 
partners and sponsors who have supported 
us and made this effort a reality.  Vodafone 
Ghana founda�on, Coca Cola Ghana, 
Sikakroabea Company Limited (dealers of 
Lele Products) supported us with the prizes 
and logis�cs, Passion Air flew in our 
contestants from Kumasi and Sunyani, 
Speakupp provided the vo�ng engine to 
deliver the fool proof champions you see 
today and our media partners, Asaase Radio 
and TV3 .
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These are some pictures from the grand finale 
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Achimota's Desiree Nhyira Hayfron has 
been adjudged the best orator in the 
maiden Inter-School Public Speaking 
competition for the year 2020.

With confidence and clarity of thought, 
Desiree excited the audience and the 
judges with her eloquence beating off 
competition from Ekow Nhyiraba Awotwi 
and Asante Enoch Kwakye of Mfantsipim 
School and Pope John SHS and Minor 
Seminary who were the first and second 
runners up respectively.

In what was an enthralling final which also 
had Osei Kumi Emmanuela from Sunyani 
SHS and Elsam Antwi of Opoku Ware 

With the general  theme: “Silencing the guns; the peace of Ghana is in my hands before, 
during and after the elections” the finalists each had the opportunity to pick an issue that 
had to do with the upcoming General elections in Ghana and the need for peace.

Desiree picked “the role of children in peace building” and with passion she sounded an 
altar call, challenging children to rise up for a peaceful election or become the victims when 
the guns rule.

School all competing, the finalists turned what should have been a tension-filled 
performance into an easy talking session in a salon.

Achimota 
School's 
Desiree is 
Ghana's 
Best Orator 
2020 
As reported by Myjoyonline.com on 
23 November 2020 @ 10:55am
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Other topics which were equally treated with mastery by the other competing students 
include; “Four years is not enough to assess a government”; 

According to Bertha even though they had planned a more rigorous competition in the 
beginning of the year, Covid came and their plans nearly took a fatal turn.

But with poise, passion and the determination to build the power of oratory in the young 
students as well as get them involved in clamouring for peace in the upcoming election, 
they decided to explore the virtual competition.

The finalists also had the opportunity to discuss their understanding of the major theme 
of the competition.

“Ethnocentrism is a sole factor that decides political decision making.” “Protests in the 
West African Sub-Region, a call for reform of our electoral systems.”

After assessing, the five finalists based on their power of oration, diction, gesticulation, 
coherence of arguments, three judges Rita Benewah Yali Deputy Director 
Administration and HR of Ghana Peace Council; George Tawia Tata, Director of Data 
Collection and monitoring GES Ga Central and Prince Moses, Head of Business at 
Asaase Radio settled on three with Desiree being the overall winner.

Organisers of the competition DeeDee Global and its CEO Bertha Amanor were 
thoroughly excited about the performance of the finalists as well as all contestants who 
found courage to compete from the beginning.

She was hopeful the subsequent competitions will be bigger than the maiden edition 
and thanked the Ghana Peace Council, the Ghana Education Service for their support 
as well as Vodafone Ghana Foundation, Coca Cola, SpeakUpp, Passion Air, and Sika 
Krabea distributors of Lele products.

“That option brought a lot of creativity among the students,” she said, adding, over 50 
schools took part in the competition at different stages.
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ON MR. SPEAKER @ SPEAKER'S SECRETARIAT
Thursday 26th Nov. 2020

COURTESY CALL 

ISPSC 2020    |    Page 34



he Speaker of Parliament, Rt. Hon. Prof. Aaron 

TMichael Oquaye has urged students to aspire to 
the highest academic laurels by embracing the free 

senior High educa�on Policy as “this has given 
opportuni�es to all student to have access to educa�on, 
especially needy but brilliant students.” 

Prof. Oquaye was speaking to winners of the Oratory 
Debate organized by DeeDee Global, a group that 
organizes debates and other academic programmes for 
students in second cycle ins�tu�ons. Mr. Speaker 

stressed the need for students to speak good English and 
to ar�culate and conceptualise their thoughts in orderly 
manner for effec�ve communica�on.

He further encouraged organisers of the program to help 
bring out more excellence in students.

The winning schools are Achimota School, Mfantsipim 
School and Pope John Senior High School and Minor 
Seminary as First and Second Runner-ups respec�vely.

“ASPIRE TO HIGH ACADEMIC 
LAURELS”. SPEAKER TO STUDENTS
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3. SpeakUpp Applica�on    -    3,866       votes - 2.3%

A total of one hundred and sixty eight thousand, and eighty three (168,083) votes 
were cast over a period of seven (7) days.

2. Website                             -   75,301      votes - 44.8%

Women's voices con�nue to be suppressed in certain parts of our culture because 
authority and power subconsciously are linked to males voices. Studies show that 
men dominate 75% of conversa�on in decision making groups.  Could that be a 
reflec�on in the vo�ng trend? More males voted in a Public Speaking Contest 
 than females. We hope to monitor vo�ng trends in subsequent compe��ons for 
further analysis.

1. Male - 58.2%                     2. Female - 41.8%

1. Short code                         -   88,916      votes - 52.9%

Gender and Public Speaking (Vo�ng Trends)*Historically, women have been 
silenced. At tender ages girls exhibit more traits of talka�veness than boys but as 
they grow older, good girls are thought to quiet and well behaved.

Votes per gender

*Votes per pla�orm*

VOTING STATISTICS

further Analysis.

 

Vote per Pla�orm

Short code Website Speakupp App

Voters Per gender

Male Female
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 It gave me the opportunity to coach students 
who have the flare for public speaking. In my research,  
I have learnt a lot to whip up or improve on my 
teaching pedagogy. I think the compe��on provides a 
pla�orm for all students irrespec�ve of the school 
they are represen�ng to contest in a compe��on that 
allows them to freely express themselves in a manner 
that is not cogni�ve restrained or let me say, pour out 
memorized ideas of someone. It is good and should be 
con�nued. I will rate Deedee Global 8/10

 My insp i ra�on to  jo in  the  speak ing 
compe��on stems from the fact that, the compe��on 
is a novelty which is not cogni�ve restrained like other 
compe��ons but allows compe�tors to explore their 
horizon through cri�cal thinking approach on issues of 
na�onal concern

Mr. Tengey

on behalf of teachers from
 par�cipa�ng schools

- Mfantsipim School 

Remarks 

ISPSC 2020    |    Page 38



D
e
si

g
n

  
b
y 

7
th

 C
o

n
c
e
p

t 
+

2
3
3
 2

0
4
0
4
5
6
5
0

www.deedeeglobal.com

- @ispscghana

To sponsor
please contact us on

+233 553 631611

 ispsc@deedeeglobal.com

Follow us on 

ispsc TV
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